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Letter from the President  

 

Dear Colleagues and Friends of CASE, 

 

CASE activities for the year 2020 can be summarized in two words ς 

flexibility and adaptability. These are the two key elements that 

helped us successfully weather the stormy days of the pandemic, 

lockdowns, and constantly changing constraints imposed on our daily 

activity. 

The year started with dynamism, enthusiasm, and plans for many 

new initiatives supporting institutional growth. Unfortunately, the 

March 2020 lockdown and ensuing restrictions significantly modified 

our plans: many projects were delayed, the majority of donors and clients postponed new 

applications, and meetings and events were cancelled. All think tanks, CASE included, were 

called to support governments to mitigate and manage the economical and societal impact of 

COVID-19.  

The pandemic put a number of public institutions under intense pressure. In many instances, 

this pressure revealed significant shortcomings. CASE, throughout the year, flexibly responded 

to needs of public institutions to support the public debate on the new post-COVID reality. 

Firstly,  we adapted the CASE Action Plan for the biennium 2021-2022 to meet these new 

needs. The aim of Reinforcing European Recovery ς CASE Action Plan was to increase the 

understanding of the new post-COVID reality and to identify the main threats, but also the 

opportunities, that this new reality brings to the well-being of society and the economy. 

Secondly, we included an analysis of the impact of COVID-19 in the majority of our projects 

and initiatives performed in 2020.   

During 2020, we performed 42 projects, produced 31 publications, and organized 14 events. 

For example, our traditional flagship project ς Study and Reports on the VAT Gap in the EU-28 

Member States ς was enriched by the forecast of the potential impacts of the coronavirus 

crisis and resulting recession on the evolution of the VAT Gap in 2020. Within the project 

performed for the National Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the Polish experience of 

decentralization and modernization of the regions for Georgia and Armenia, the role of local 

governments in mitigating threats to human security caused by the pandemic was presented. 

Several new projects implemented within the region of the Mediterranean partner countries 

covered the topic of COVID-related financial assistance for economic recovery in the region. 

The study for the European Parliament, on the other hand, provided in-depth analysis of what 

social impact investment might bring in terms of achieving the SDGs (Social Development 

Goals) in Europe, especially in the post-COVID reality. 

CASE publications and events were also closely related with the post-pandemic future. In one 

CASE policy brief, written by Professor Andrzej Rzonca, the author considered the diverse 
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paths of the post-pandemic recovery of the Polish economy. In turn, Thomas Marmefelt 

examined the current developments of monetary and fiscal policy as responses to the COVID-

19 pandemic and the consequences of the policies for the future.  

²ƛǘƘƛƴ /!{9 ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /!{9Ωǎ ¢ŀȄ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ς this time devoted 

to the taxation of wealth ς a discussion was undertaken about how the recent pandemic and 

the current crises will drive an increase in income inequality, in turn providing incentives for 

the higher taxation of wealth in Poland. Also, the mBank-CASE seminar series, organized 

regularly four times a year, contributed to the understanding of the new post-COVID reality. 

For example, during the 166th mBank-CASE seminar entitled: Will the pandemic reshape 

globalization? the thesis was posed that the pandemic might be a relevant factor affecting the 

growth of isolationism and may lead to a slowdown in international cooperation.  

Wrapping up, despite the challenges that shaped our 2020 reality into a huge unknown, CASE 

remained resilient and stable in realizing its mission. As usual, the success of CASEΩǎ activities 

would not be possible without people building the institution. Thanks to CASE employees and 

their out-of-the-box thinking, CASE actions took an innovative shape, allowing the provision 

of high-quality evidence and advice. Due to the significant efforts of the CASE Supervisory 

Council, CASE was able to undertake new detail-oriented approaches, especially in its 

dissemination activities, reinforcing the debate about the post-pandemic realities.  

Despite difficulties, we look to the future with hope and strength. The year 2021 will be 

concentrated around the celebration of CASEΩǎ 30th Anniversary, and regardless of external 

conditions, we strongly believe it will be a fruitful year, further contributing to CASEΩǎ mission. 

I strongly encourage all of you to read this CASE Annual Report and to monitor the CASE 

website for new CASE initiatives and events. 

 

Dr. Izabela Marcinkowska 

President of CASE Management Board 
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About CASE  
CASE ς Center for Social and Economic Research is an 

independent, non-profit research institute founded on the idea 

that research-based policy making is vital for the economic 

welfare of societies.  

 

Established in Warsaw in 1991, CASE today is recognized as the 

top think tank in Central and Eastern Europe and is one of the 

most highly regarded think tanks internationally. 

 

CASE carries out policy-oriented research and development 

assistance projects, specializing in the areas of: 

¶ Fiscal, Monetary, and Financial Policies; 

¶ Sustainable Development Policies; 

¶ Trade, Innovation, and Productivity Policies. 

Drawing on an experienced in-house staff, a network of fellows, 

and a database of approximately 1,000 experts, CASE provides 

rigorous quantitative and qualitative analyses, innovative 

methodologies, and sound recommendations. 
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The CASE Network 

 
 

CASE boasts of a network of independent research 

institutes across post-communist countries 

(including, among others, Ukraine, Belarus, Georgia, 

and Russia) as well as numerous partner 

organizations.  

We are a member of five pan-European research 

networks.  
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CASE Internal Network  

 

CASE has helped establish a network of independent research institutes across  

post-communist countries, starting with CASE-Kyrgyzstan in 1998. With the addition of CASE-

Georgia, the latest member established in 2011, the CASE Network boasts a substantial 

presence in the CIS and includes the following institutions:  

 

Á CASE-Belarus  

Á CASE-Moldova, Chisinau  

Á CASE-Georgia, Tbilisi  

Á CASE-Ukraine, Kyiv  

Á CASE-Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ /!{9Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

economic information available to decision-makers and the public across the post-communist 

world, as well as to foster vibrant think tank sectors in these societies. 

 

CASE External Network  

 

In addition to the CASE Network, CASE is also an institutional member of five pan-European 

research networks. 

EUROMESCO  

The Euro-Mediterranean Study Commission (EuroMeSCo) is the main network of research 
centers on politics and security in the Mediterranean. EuroMeSCo was established in 1996 
with the goal of fostering research, information, and social relations among its members as 
well as acting as a confidence-building measure in the framework of the Barcelona process. 
EuroMeSCo comprises 107 institutes coming from 32 countries out of the 43 members of the 
Union for the Mediterranean. 

EUROFRAME-EFN  

The European Forecasting Network (EFN) is an initiative for improved forecasting and 
macroeconomic analysis in the European Union. Coordinator: Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI), Dublin. 

FEMISE  
 
CƻǊǳƳ 9ǳǊƻƳŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜƴ ŘŜǎ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘǎ ŘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ;ŎƻƴƻƳƛǉǳŜǎ is a network that brings 
together more than 70 independent economic institutes from across the Mediterranean 
region to conduct socio-economic analysis of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. 
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Coordinators: Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜ όLaύΣ aŀǊǎŜƛƭƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ CƻǊǳƳ 
(ERF), Cairo. 

VISION EUROPE 

Vision Europe is a consortium of think tanks and foundations collaborating to address some 
of the most pressing public policy challenges facing Europe. Through research, publications, 
and an annual summit, they aim to be a forum for debate and a source of recommendations 
to improve evidence-based policy making at both a national and EU level and to foster as 
appropriate European integration. 

GTIPA 

The Global Trade and Innovation Policy Alliance (GTIPA) is a global network of independent 
think tanks that are ardent supporters of greater global trade liberalization and integration, 
deplore trade-ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƴƎ άƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭƛǎǘέ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅŜǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ 
can and should play important and proactive roles in spurring greater innovation and 
productivity in their enterprises and economies. 
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CASE People 

 

At the heart of CASE is its full-time 

employees, as the quality of a think tank 

must be measured by the quality of its 

staff. 

 

CASE Fellows play a key role in 

conducting and organizing our research 

activities. CASE Fellows are drawn from 

the ranks of senior researchers and 

experts with outstanding and 

internationally recognized academic and 

professional records in economics and 

other social sciences.  
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Supervisory Council 

 

Chairwoman 

Ewa Balcerowicz, Economist, Vice 

President of the Association of Polish 

Economists, Coordinator of mBank-CASE 

seminars 

Vice Chairwomen 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ .ƱŀǎȊŎȊȅƪ, Senior Researcher, 

Institute of Economics, Polish Academy of 

Sciences, Warsaw, Member of the 

Association of Polish Economists, Warsaw 

{ǘŀƴƛǎƱŀǿŀ Dƻƭƛƴƻǿǎƪŀ, Head of the 

Health Economics and Social Security 

Department, Jagiellonian University, 

Krakow  

Members  

Tadeusz Baczko, Associate Researcher  

at the Institute of Economics of the Polish 

Academy of Sciences, Warsaw 

Krzysztof Chmielewski, CASE Co-Founder  

Andrzej Cylwik, President of Neo-Doradcy 

Sp. z o.o., Warsaw 

aƛŎƘŀƱ DƽǊȊȅƵǎƪƛ, Head of Impact Section, 

European Institute of Innovation and 

Technology 

Piotr Kozarzewski, Professor of Political 

Science and Economics at the Maria Curie-

{ƪƱƻŘƻǿǎƪŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ [ǳōƭƛƴ  

Dariusz Ledworowski, Economist and 

Consultant, former Chairman of the 

Finance Working Group, Social Council for 

a Low-Carbon Economy; former President 

of the Management Board, Rabobank 

Polska S.A.; former Minister of Foreign 

Economic Relations 

Agnieszka Sowa-Kofta, Researcher at the 
Institute of Labour and Social Affairs, 
National Expert for Health Care and Long-
Term Care, European Social Policy 
Network, European Commission  

aŀŎƛŜƧ {ǘŀƵŎȊǳƪΣ President of Sapere and 

MS Consulting, Member of the PBG SA 

Supervisory Council, Member of the Aforti 

Holding SA Supervisory Council 

Richard Woodward, Lecturer in 

International Business at the University of 

Edinburgh Business School, Edinburgh
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Advisory Council

Chairman 

Anders Aslund, Senior Fellow at the Atlantic 

Council, Washington DC 

   Members 

Vittorio Corbo, Member of the 

aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǳƴŘŀŎƛƽƴ 

/ƘƛƭŜƴŀ ŘŜƭ tŀŎƝŦƛŎƻ ό/ƘƛƭŜŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ 

Foundation), Santiago 

Fabrizio Coricelli, Professor of Economics at 

ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ 

tŀǊƛǎ м tŀƴǘƘŞƻƴ-Sorbonne, Paris 

Georges de Menil, Professor of Economics, 

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Science Sociales, 

Paris 

Daniel Gros, Member of the Board and a 

Distinguished Fellow at CEPS ς Center for 

European Policy Studies, Brussels 

Irena Grosfeld, Emeritus Professor at the 

Paris School of Economics, Paris 

Simon Johnson, Ronald A. Kurtz (1954) 

Professor of Entrepreneurship, Professor of 

Global Economics and Management at MIT 

Sloan School of Management, Boston 

Vladimir Mau, Rector of the Russian 

Presidential Academy of National Economy 

and Public Administration, Moscow  

[ǳŎƧŀƴ ¢Φ hǊƱƻǿǎƪƛ, Professor of Economics 

and International Finance, Sacred Heart 

University, Fairfield 

Vladimer Papava, Professor of Economics at 

Tbilisi State University, Senior Fellow of the 

Georgian Foundation for Strategic and 

International Studies (GFSIS), Tbilisi  

Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Center for 

Sustainable at Columbia University, New 

York, Director of the UN Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network 

Susan Schadler, Former Senior Fellow at the 

Centre for International Governance 

Innovation (CIGI), Waterloo, Ontario  

Krassen Stanchev, Associate Professor, Sofia 

University, Sofia 

Nicholas Stern, IG Patel Professor of 

Economics and Government, Chairman of 

the Grantham Research Institute on Climate 

Change and the Environment and Head of 

the India Observatory at the London School 

of Economics, London 

Jan Svejnar, Professor of Global Political 

Economy and Director of the Center on 

Global Economic Governance at Columbia 

University 

Wing Thye Woo, Professor of Economics,  

East Asian Studies, University of California, 

Davis; Research Professor at Sunway 

University in Kuala Lumpur 

Charles Wyplosz, Emeritus Professor of 

International Economics at the Graduate 

Institute in Geneva 
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CASE Fellows 
 

Mark Allen 

Expertise: global economic governance,  

financial crises, economics of transition 

Misha Belkindas 

Expertise: statistics, development 

economics 

Emmanuel Bergasse 

Expertise: energy policy analysis, market 

reforms, sustainable energy in economies 

in transition, South East Europe, the CIS, 

and developing countries 

Alexander Chubrik 

Expertise: macroeconomics, private sector 

development 

aŀǊŜƪ 5ŊōǊƻǿǎƪƛ 

Expertise: monetary and fiscal policies, 

financial crises, international financial 

architecture, EU and EMU enlargement, 

perspectives of European integration, 

European Neighbourhood Policy, political 

economy of transition 

Daniel Daianu 

Expertise: macroeconomics, public 

finances 

Christopher Dembik  
Expertise: macroeconomics, monetary 
policy, financial crises, financial markets, 
economic policy, trade and globalization 
 
Itzhak Goldberg 

Expertise: microeconomics, socialist 
transition, privatization, investment 
climate, productivity, innovation 

{ǘŀƴƛǎƱŀǿŀ Dƻƭƛƴƻǿǎƪŀ 

Expertise: social policy, labor market, 

pension system in Poland 

Iraj Hashi 

Expertise: microeconomics, governance 

reforms, industrial competitiveness, 

innovation and firm performance, SME 

policy 

Christopher Hartwell  
Expertise: applied macroeconomics, 
private sector development, financial 
sector reform, economic growth, 
transition economics, public finance, and 
public administration reform 
 
 
 
Expertise: economics of transition, 

eastward enlargement of the EU, 

economy of independent Ukraine, trade 

and globalization, tendencies in post-

communist countries 

9ƭŜƴŀ WŀǊƻŎƛƵǎƪŀ 

Expertise: political economy, fiscal 

federalism, public economics, labor 

economics, institutions 

Matthias Luecke: 

Expertise: migration and development, 

social policy, and poverty reduction 

 

Malcolm Maguire 

Expertise: youth labor market, vocational 

education and training, lifelong learning, 

employee development, employer 

recruitment strategies, career guidance 

Susan Maguire 

Expertise: social policy, youth transitions, 

young people, NEET, policy development, 

post-16 education and training 

Roman Mogilevsky 

Expertise: macroeconomics, fiscal and 

social policy, foreign trade, agricultural 

economics 

Oleh Havrylyshyn  1943 - 2020 

1943 - 2 
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Boris Najman 

Expertise: labor market, development 

economics, economics of transition 

WŀǊƻǎƱŀǿ bŜƴŜƳŀƴ 
Expertise: microeconomics, public finance, 
managerial economics, game theory, tax 
policy 

Richard Pomfret 

Expertise: regional integration in Central, 

Eastern, and Southeast Asia, international 

economics, development economics, 

international trade 

Bryan Roberts 
Expertise: risk analysis, border security, 
immigration, non-immigrant travel and 
trade, other homeland security areas 
 
Yochanan Shachmurove 

Expertise: international finance and 

economics, venture capital, emerging 

financial markets, economies of the 

Middle East, monetary systems, banking 

and financial institutions, applied 

econometrics, Middle East emerging 

financial markets, the Israeli economy 

Cyrus Sassanpour 

Expertise: macroeconomics, 

macroeconomic modeling, economics of 

oil producers, public finance  

 

Janusz Szyrmer 

Expertise: economic forecasting, statistical 

and data analysis, economic policy 

Irena ¢ƻǇƛƵǎƪŀ  

Expertise: poverty measurement, social 

policy, poverty reduction 

Uladzimir Valetka 

Expertise: labor market, demographic 

economics, urban and regional 

development 

!ƴƴŀ ²ȊƛŊǘŜƪ-Kubiak 

Expertise: innovation, international 

economics, development 

Canan Yildirim 

Expertise: banking in transition, corporate 

governance, insurance, the markets of EU 

and Turkey, international capital flows 
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CASE Office in 2020 

 

Management Board 

The Management Board is responsible for CASE and CASE Network activities, as well as the 

generation and management of projects in order to ensure the growth and development of 

the institution. 

President: 
LȊŀōŜƭŀ {ǘȅŎȊȅƵǎƪŀ 
 
Vice President:  

Grzegorz Poniatowski 

 

Operational Staff 

Director of Trade and Macroeconomics 

Jan Hagemejer (from January 2020) 

 

Director of Fiscal Policy Studies 

Grzegorz Poniatowski  

 

Director of the Middle East and North Africa Department 

YŀǘŀǊȊȅƴŀ {ƛŘƱƻ  

 

Senior Economists 

Mikhail Bonch-Osmolovskiy (from June 2020) 

WŀŎŜƪ [ƛǿƛƵǎƪƛ (to October 2020) 

Tomasz Tratkiewicz  

Mehmet Burak Turgut (from February 2020) 

 

Economists 

YǊȊȅǎȊǘƻŦ DƱƻǿŀŎƪƛ (to April 2020) 

Kateryna Karunska  

Agnieszka Kulesa  

Anna Malinowska (to March 2020) 

!ŘŀƳ |ƳƛŜǘŀƴƪŀ  

Abdoul Karim Zanhoouo (from August 2020) 

Karolina Zubel  

 

Business Development Team 

Stanislav Bieliei  

Justyna Perzanowska-Szymczak (to September 2020) 

Marek Peda  
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Olga Sulkowska  

 

Trainer  

Aleksandra Teliszewska  

Communications 

aƻƴƛƪŀ wťōŀƱŀ  

 

Publications 

aƻƴƛƪŀ wťōŀƱŀ  

 

Coordinator, mBank-CASE Seminars  

aƻƴƛƪŀ wťōŀƱŀ  

 

Secretariat 
DǊŀȍȅƴŀ YǊŀǏƴƛŜǿǎƪŀ (to August 2020) 
Joanna Pniewska (from March to June 2020) 
Paulina Kocot (from August 2020) 
 
IT Specialist 

aƛŎƘŀƱ 5ŊōǊƻǿǎƪƛ 

2020 Interns  

tŀǿŜƱ DŀƭƛƵǎƪƛΣ aŀǊŎŜƭ _ƻǏ-[ŜȋƴƛŎƪƛΣ Helena Voss 
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Highlights: Events  

 

 

Official release of the Global Go To Think Tank Index for 2019 I January 30 

 

On January 30, 2020, CASE held a 
discussion Together or apart? Where to 
look for common ground? Strengths and 
weaknesses of Polish think tanks, which 
was organized on the occasion of the 
release of the Global Go To Think Tank 
Index for 2019. We invited to this event 
the members of a coalition of think 
tanks, consisting of the best independent 
Polish institutions supporting research, 
education, and the promotion of 
economic and social knowledge in 
Poland. The coalition was created by CASE 
in 2019, and its activities were focused mainly 
on the 15th anniversary ƻŦ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
we also emphasized the important role of think tanks in the public debate in Poland.  

According to the University of Pennsylvania Global Go To Think Tank Index Report for 2019, 
CASE was the number one Social Policy think tank in the world (ahead of the Brookings 
Institution in the United States). CASE also had the honor of being a Center of Excellence in 
Central and Eastern Europe. CASE also came up as number one in the world for think tanks 
with an operating budget less than USD 5 million, and the second-ranked think tank with the 
most innovative policy ideas/proposals. 
 

 άCƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ /!{9 Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
policy in Poland and Europe. Over the years, we have worked on different topics, including 
social security issues for the excluded groups, and policies supporting the state in the field 
of health and long-term care for the elderly. Currently, we are running a project aimed at 

developing innovative tools to eliminate work in the shadow economy in Poland, and to 
support the development of digital competences of EU citizens. We are glad that the work of 
our entire team has been noticed and appreciated worldwide. It is an impulse for us to 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƳΣέ noted 5ǊΦ LȊŀōŜƭŀ {ǘȅŎȊȅƵǎƪŀΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ /!{9.  
 
For 2019, CASE also had an impressive showing as a Top Domestic Economic Policy Think 
Tank (10th place), as a Top Non-U.S. Think Tank Worldwide (33rd position), and as a Top 
International Economics Think Tank (20th place). The think tank ranking was determined by a 
nomination process involving approximately 3,900 journalists, public and private donors, 
and policy makers from around the world, who then assessed 8,100 think tanks from all 
over the world. The ranking has been conducted since 2006. The 2019 issue comprised over 
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50 categories such as Top Think Tank in the World, Top Domestic Economic Policy Think 
Tank, Top Social Policy Think Tank, and Best Advocacy Campaign. 
 
More information about the Global Go To Think Tank Index Report is available at 
http://gotot hinktank.com/. 

 

Conferences: Direction: an efficient state I November 26-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 26-27, 2020, CASE together with the Analytical Centre on Globalization and 

Regional Cooperation (ACGRC, Yerevan, Armenia) and the Georgian Institute of Politics (GIP, 

Tbilisi, Georgia) conducted two online conferences devoted to the Polish experience of 

decentralization and modernization. The conferences were organized as part of the project 

ά5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ modernization, 

ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀέ co-financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Poland. 

Participants from Armenia, Georgia, Poland, and other countries discussed five topics during 
the conferences: the empowerment of local communities, financing of local government units, 
providing public services, absorption of external funds by local governments, and crisis 
response. After the presentation of the project insights and findings, open discussions were 
held on the needs and main blocking points in decentralization in Armenia and Georgia. 
Special attention was paid to essential practices and tools that can be transferred from Poland. 

Experts agreed that based on the Polish experience, decentralization and the delegation of 
responsibilities from central authorities to local government units can increase 
administrative productivity and create an opportunity for extra savings as well as optimize 
decision-making procedures. 

http://gotothinktank.com/
https://case-research.eu/index/?id=19d9d1efd0dc2f5899340d9744e83f40
https://case-research.eu/index/?id=19d9d1efd0dc2f5899340d9744e83f40
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In order to support the empowerment of local communities, local authorities should introduce 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƭǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
expectations. The engagement of non-governmental organizations can also be beneficial for 
all stakeholders involved in consultation and co-decision processes. In terms of financial 
aspects, it was recommended to ensure the proper financial autonomy of local government 
units, including control over their own income. 

Additionally, Armenia and Georgia should also develop tailored analytical tools for the 
monitoring and evaluation of the provision of public services by self-government units. The 
participants of the ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ 
activities and the appropriate use of external funds can directly contribute to the 
improvement of the operational capacity of local government units and local prosperity in 
various dimensions. 

In 2020, Poland celebrated 30 years since the reconstitution of local government. Its re-
introduction ς initiated in 1990 ς was enabled by a process of political transformation, which 
began in 1989. Poland has been a leader in introducing local self-government in Central and 
Eastern Europe and is now one of the countries with the highest level of local self-government 
in the whole of Europe. 

For more details on project findings and 
recommendations, please read our 
Guidebook, available on the project web 
page: http://localgov.pl/.   

  

 

 

Watch the session on Armenia 
Watch the session on Georgia 

 

The 3rd 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /!{9Ωǎ ¢ŀȄ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΥ Does a broadly applied wealth tax 
make sense? I November 19-20 
 

The third tax workshop was organized by CASE, the CenEA Centre for Economic Analysis, 
Lazarski University, and the European Commission Representation Office in Poland. The 
Rzeczpospolita newspaper was the media patron of the event. This year the main theme of 
the workshop was taxation of wealth. The scale of public spending resulting from the 
pandemic, combined with the economic collapse and the resulting drop in tax revenues, has 
driven strong growth in budget deficits, and thus in public debt. That means gradual limits on 
spending will be unavoidable. But even more important will be the search for new, socially 

http://localgov.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/ACGRC/videos/707495830142477/
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgianInstituteofPolitics/videos/1063579367417436/
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acceptable sources of tax revenues. Among the potential sources of such revenues being 
suggested is taxation of wealth, which is all the more justified by how the current crisis is 
driving an increase in income inequality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started our discussion of these issues with three presentations. aƛŎƘŀƱ .ǊȊŜȊƛƵǎƪƛ of the 
Warsaw University Faculty of Economic Sciences introduced the issue of wealth inequality in 
Poland. The first important observation is the fact of the low level of wealth compared with 
other European countries. Another interesting issue is the sources of data, their imperfections 
and methods of estimating assets so as to have a fuller picture of the distribution of wealth in 
tƻƭŀƴŘΦ 5ǊΦ .ǊȊŜȊƛƵǎƪƛ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳpt to estimate potential revenue from such a tax. 
Depending on the rate and the extent of the tax, this could be as much as 1.1% of GDP. 

Next, Wojciech Kopczuk of Columbia University presented the theoretical and practical 
advantages and disadvantages of taxing wealth. His starting point was the taxes on income 
from wealth that operate at the moment in the United States (and also in other countries). 
From a ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ 
implement. Another important 
observation is that a wealth tax could 
be effective if it came as a surprise and 
was a one-off event. It is difficult to 
meet the first condition in a 
democratic country, and the second 
one poses a problem for politicians in 
any country ς because if a temporary 
regulation works well, why give it up? 
Dr. Kopczuk also cited Norway as an 
example of an unstable approach to 
taxation of particular elements of 
wealth. 

tŀǿŜƱ .ǳƪƻǿǎƪƛ of the London School of Economics presented the results of opinion research 
in the United Kingdom, which show high acceptance of wealth taxation. He also presented the 
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history of how such a tax functioned in Poland almost 100 years ago. And although this 
experience was not particularly positive, Dr. Bukowski said the introduction of such a tax today 
ǎŜŜƳǎ άŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ 

Katarzyna Knawa of the Jagiellonian University also responded to the presentations. As a tax 
lawyer, she stressed the need for a precise definition of what is being taxed as well as its value. 
She was very skeptical about the possibility of introducing a wealth tax in Poland. This is an 
important opinion, because discussions of a wealth tax often avoid the legal and practical 
aspects.  

aƛŎƘŀƱ aȅŎƪ of CenEA discussed wealth inequality in Poland, but said the country already has 
good though unused tools for better distribution of income. First and foremost, the personal 
income tax, with its current weaknesses: low progressivity or in fact a lack of progressivity as 
well as the non-taxation of ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ά.Ŝƭƪŀ ǘŀȄέ ƻƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜ-
examined, as well as the taxation of inheritances and gifts: solutions that increase 
effectiveness should be sought in these areas. 

Next, the panelists responded to questions from the audience. Together, they pointed to 
problems related to the practical implementation of a holistic tax on wealth. It is decidedly 
better to increase the effectiveness of existing tax instruments, including in particular the 
personal income tax. 

The second day of the workshops 
saw two long presentations and 
discussions, the first on excise tax on 
cars, and the second on support for 
families. The rest of the second day 
was devoted to brief presentations 
on eight papers.  

 

The main goal of the workshop was 
to build connections among Polish 

economists and to review their current 
research. The event was part of a large economic research project to analyze the effectiveness 
of the Polish tax system. The discussion of the economic aspects of the system of tax rates is 
intended to raise the level of the debate over taxes, as tax changes are often introduced in a 
manner that is completely divorced from optimal taxation theory and are not preceded by an 
economic analysis of existing conditions. Still, the purpose of the project is not to create a 
vision of the optimal tax system, but only to demonstrate certain tools and provide analysis.  

See the presentations 

Watch the broadcast 

 

 

https://www.case-research.eu/pl/2-warsztaty-naukowe-struktura-i-efektywnosc-polskiego-systemu-podatkowego-100961
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=800207953883858&ref=watch_permalink
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mBank-CASE Seminars 

 

Media coverage  

The seminars were highly quoted by the media (selected articles): 

 

/!{9Υ ƛŘŜŀƭƴŜ ǿŀǊǳƴƪƛ Řƭŀ ƴŀǊŀǎǘŀƴƛŀ ōŀƵƪƛ ŎŜƴƻǿŜƧ ǿ ƴƛŜǊǳŎƘƻƳƻǏŎƛŀŎƘ I PAP 
CƭƛǇǇŜǊȊȅ ǇƻƳǇǳƧŊ ōŀƵƪť ƴŀ ǇƻƭǎƪƛƳ Ǌȅƴƪǳ ƳƛŜǎȊƪŀƵΦ ² YǊŀƪƻǿƛŜ brakuje nowych lokali I 
Forsal.pl 
²ƛŜƪ ŜƳŜǊȅǘŀƭƴȅ ōťŘȊƛŜ ǊƻǎƴŊŏ I Rzeczpospolita 
² tƻƭǎŎŜ ƪƻƴƛŜŎȊƴŀ ōťŘȊƛŜ ǇƻŘǿȅȍƪŀ ǿƛŜƪǳ ŜƳŜǊȅǘŀƭƴŜƎƻ I Interia Biznes 

 

For more details, see pp. 49, 63, 65, 66. 

 

Highlights: Projects 

 

Study and Reports on the VAT Gap in the EU-28 Member States 

 

The aim of this project, commissioned by the Directorate General Taxation and Customs Union 
(DG TAXUD) was to build on the earlier studies and continue publishing reports on the latest 
VAT Gap figures, on an annual basis, in order to identify trends and monitor progress in closing 
the Gap. This Study contains Value Added Tax (VAT) Gap estimates for 2018, fast estimates 
using a simplified methodology for 2019, the year immediately preceding the analysis, and 
includes revised estimates for 2014-2017. It also includes the updated and extended results 
of the econometric analysis of VAT Gap determinants initiated and initially reported in the 
2018 Report (Poniatowski et al., 2018). As a novelty, the econometric analysis to forecast 

 
mBank-CASE Seminars are a CASE project with a 29-year tradition. The Seminars provide a forum 
for discussion among academics, economists, bankers, students of economics, and journalists 
specializing in economic affairs. With four Seminars per year, the project brings in highly 
respected and visible policy makers and academics to speak on key issues of the day, including 
macroeconomics, the financial sector, and public finance in Poland and the EU, as well as 
important economic policy issues in Poland, the EU, and worldwide. The Seminars are broadcast 
on the BaƴƪƛŜǊΦǇƭ ǇƻǊǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ άƳ.ŀƴƪ-CASE 
{ŜƳƛƴŀǊ tǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎΣέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ Ǿƛŀ /!{9Ωǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  
 
The Seminars are organized thanks to the generous support of mBank. 
 

https://www.pb.pl/case-idealne-warunki-dla-narastania-banki-cenowej-w-nieruchomosciach-980720
https://forsal.pl/artykuly/1450806,flipping-banka-cenowa-na-rynku-mieszkan-w-polsce-ceny-mieszkan.html?fbclid=IwAR0qlnfUK4xVwXm7__5iZ8cy16DJE0RHCClXsMZBdnCbNBbca7U2eMxVyak
https://www.rp.pl/Praca/311019936-Wiek-emerytalny-bedzie-rosnac.html
https://biznes.interia.pl/emerytury/news-w-polsce-konieczna-bedzie-podwyzka-wieku-emerytalnego,nId,4830376
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potential impacts of the coronavirus crisis and resulting recession on the evolution of the 
VAT Gap in 2020 is reported. 

The results of the study 

In 2018, most European Union (EU) Member States (MS) saw a slight decrease in the pace of 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth, but the economic conditions for increasing tax 
compliance remained favorable. We estimate that the VAT total tax liability (VTTL) in 2018 
increased by 3.6 percent whereas VAT revenue increased by 4.2 percent, leading to a decline 
in the VAT Gap in both relative and nominal terms. In relative terms, the EU-wide Gap dropped 
to 11 percent and EUR 140 billion. Fast estimates show that the VAT Gap will likely continue 
to decline in 2019. 

Of the EU-28, the smallest Gaps were observed in Sweden (0.7 percent), Croatia (3.5 percent), 
and Finland (3.6 percent), the largest ς in Romania (33.8 percent), Greece (30.1 percent), and 
Lithuania (25.9 percent). Overall, half of the EU-28 MS recorded a Gap above 9.2 percent. In 
nominal terms, the largest Gaps were recorded in Italy (EUR 35.4 billion), the United Kingdom 
(EUR 23.5 billion), and Germany (EUR 22 billion). 

The Policy Gap and its components remained stable. For the EU overall, the average Policy 
Gap level was 44.24 percent. Of this, in 2018, 10.07 percentage points were due to the 
application of various reduced and super-reduced rates (the Rate Gap) and 34.17 were due to 
the application of exemptions without the right to deduct. 

The results of the econometric analysis show that the VAT Gap is influenced by a group of 
factors relating to the current economic conditions, institutional environment, and economic 
structure as well as to the measures and actions of tax administrations. Out of a broad set of 
tested variables, GDP growth and general government balance appeared to explain a 
substantial set of VAT Gap variation across time and countries. Within the control of tax 
administrations, share of IT expenditure proved to have the highest statistical significance in 
explaining the size of the VAT Gap. In addition, the VAT Gap appeared to be inter-related with 
the values of risky imports of goods, indicating the role of fraud in driving the overall share of 
the VAT Gap. 

Since the COVID-19 recession will likely have a dire impact on the EU economies, the VAT Gap 
in 2020 is forecasted to increase. If the EU economy contracts by 7.4 percent in 2020 and the 
general government deficit jumps as forecasted in the Spring Forecast of the European 
Commission, the Gap could increase by 4.1 percentage points year-over-year up to 13.7 
percent and EUR 164 billion in 2020. The hike in 2020 could be more pronounced than the 
gradual decrease of the Gap observed over the three preceding years. Moreover, a return to 
the VAT Gap levels observed in 2018 and 2019 will take time and require significant action 
from tax administrations. 

READ the Report 

READ showCASE No. 110: The nitty-gritty of the Polish VAT Gap 

 

https://www.case-research.eu/files/?id_plik=6544
https://www.case-research.eu/en/showcase-no-110-the-nitty-gritty-of-the-polish-vat-gap-101550
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Media coverage  

The results of the VAT GAP report were highly quoted by the media (selected articles): 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
/!{9Υ ƭǳƪŀ ±!¢ ƳƻȍŜ ǿȊǊƻǎƴŊŏ do 14,5 proc. I PAP 
²ǊŀŎŀ ǎǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƴƛŜ ŎƘŎŜ ƧŜǎȊŎȊŜ ƎƱƻǏƴƻ ƻ ǘȅƳ Ƴƽǿƛŏ I Business Insider Polska 
[ǳƪŀ ±!¢ ǿ tƻƭǎŎŜ Ȋƴƻǿǳ ǇƻǿȅȍŜƧ ǳƴƛƧƴŜƧ ǏǊŜŘƴƛŜƧ I Rzeczpospolita  
[ǳƪŀ ±!¢ ƳƻŎƴƻ ǊƻǏƴƛŜ I Gazeta Wyborcza  
[ǳƪŀ ǇƻŘŀǘƪǳ ±!¢ ōťŘȊƛŜ ǿƛťƪǎȊŀΚ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Ŧƛƴŀƴǎƽǿ ƪƻƳŜƴǘǳƧŜ I Radio Zet 
Awantura w Sejmie. Luka VAT-owska ς ƎŘȊƛŜ ƭŜȍȅ ǇǊŀǿŘŀΚ I Radio TOK FM 
±!¢ ǎƛť ƴƛŜ ǊƻȊǎȊŎȊŜƭƴƛƱΦ 5ƻŎƘƻŘȅ ǊƻǎƴŊΣ ŀ ƭǳƪŀ ƳƻȍŜ ƴŀǿŜǘ ȊƳŀƭŀƱŀ I Dziennik Gazeta Prawna 
 

The Rule of Law and its Social Reception as Determinants of Economic 

Development   

 

This project was an interdisciplinary research study conducted by CASE and the European 
Academy Berlin. It aimed to explore the connection between the rule of law, especially in 
terms of its social reception, and the functioning of the market economy from the perspectives 
of Germany and Poland. The study consisted of three parts. In the first step, the researchers 
analyzed legislation and literature to come up with a picture of the legal basis of the market 
economy, for example the independence of the judiciary, property rights, and anti-corruption 

https://www.pb.pl/case-luka-vat-moze-wzrosnac-do-145-proc-1001977
https://businessinsider.com.pl/finanse/rosnie-luka-vat-w-polsce-ministerstwo-uspokaja-ekonomisci-ostrzegaja/26dm0fj
https://www.rp.pl/Budzet-i-Podatki/309109881-Luka-VAT-w-Polsce-znowu-powyzej-unijnej-sredniej.html
https://wyborcza.pl/7,155287,26287589,luka-vat-mocno-rosnie-a-rzad-mowil-ze-mafie-vat-owskie-juz.html
https://biznes.radiozet.pl/News/Luka-podatku-VAT-bedzie-wieksza-z-powodu-pandemii-badanie
https://audycje.tokfm.pl/podcast/102485,Awantura-w-Sejmie-Luka-VAT-owska-gdzie-lezy-prawda?fbclid=IwAR0Z2n1cL2RbjgJBTA97zOVWwVZLvKItAF8ldKWwlLjSozwc2d88kJgDQxE
https://podatki.gazetaprawna.pl/vat/artykuly/8109267,luka-w-vat-w-polsce-2020-fundacja-case.html

